CONFLENT-CANIGO WALKS
VINCA: the "BARONNIE" CIRCUIT

A circuit with good views and interesting historical monuments. The "Baronnie de Joch" was a medieval territory which included, but which
also extended beyond, most of the country traversed during this walk. See, for example: http://jeantosti.com/villages/joch.htm (in French).

Duration: 3h30 (plus stops)
Distance: 12.9 km

Waymarks: yellow-and-white (but, at the time of writing, the
waymarking of the whole circuit had not quite been
completed).

Difference in altitude between highest and lowest points: 144
metres

You climb in total: 350 metres
Level of difficulty: Moderately hard

e Emergency telephone numbers: 112 (or 18 - the pompiers
fire and emergency service)

e Maps: IGN 2348 ET Prades
and IGN 2448 OT Thuir Ille-sur-Tét

Mountain code of conduct

o Check the weather forecast
o Go well equipped: with walking shoes or boots, a sunhat and
some drinking water
o Keep to waymarked routes
o Respect fauna and flora
o Carry out all your litter
o Actin accordance with signs and notices
o Leave gates and fences as you find them
o Make no unnecessary noise
o Don't light fires

ROUTE DESCRIPTION

Start: tourist office (in the wine cave cooperative),
avenue de la Gare, Vinga, altitude 255m.

This sizeable building is just beyond the principal turning off the
N116 main road for Vinga.

From the tourist office, go left, up the road for a short distance
towards a monument with an iron cross. Turn right, and go
along the rue du Barris, into Vinga. (The village has several
oratories along the way.) Continue straight ahead, under a
stone arch, into the oldest part of Vinga. You pass the imposing
church of Saint-Julien and Sainte-Baselisse, on your right. You
go along the rue Touron, past the place Alart, along the rue
Presa, and you arrive at the place du Puig. Go left there, then
right, into the rue Inga.

Go to the left, along the carrer de Saint-Estebe. At a crossroads
go straight ahead, along the Avenue du Conventionnel Fabre,
towards Sahorle.

1 - Sahorle - 0h20 - 268m. In the hamlet of Sahorle, go to
the right and go past the Sainte-Marie-Madeleine chapel (on
your right). Go straight ahead, along the Cami de la Garriga. At
a fork near the edge of the hamlet, go to the left. Go past a
lavoir (washplace), on your right.

Continue straight ahead on this surfaced lane, with orchards
and vineyards on either side, for some distance. The Pic du
Canigo is almost straight ahead, in the far distance. You
eventually reach:

2 - a signposted junction with the GR36 long-distance
path - Oh35 - 284m. Go along the track to the left and follow
the GR36 (with red-and-white waymarks). It passes through a
semi-wooded area with the remains of stone walls, terraces and
stone buildings. The track eventually emerges into an open area
with fields and orchards. At a junction with a surfaced lane, go
right, along that lane. This lane eventually brings you onto the
D25 road, on the outskirts of Finestret. Go right there and
descend towards the village.

3 - Finestret - 1h10 - 303m. Shortly after a small car park,
on the left, your route leaves the GR36 and goes left, up the
Cami de Joch. (You may first wish to continue descending a
short distance into the village to see the Sainte-Colombe
church, and then return to the Cami de Joch.)

The lane climbs steeply, then leaves the village and goes up
some steps. At a lane junction, go straight ahead, up a sunken,
surfaced lane. This lane continues to climb and it eventually
meets the D13 road.

4 - Junction with the D13 road - 1h30 - 395m. Go right,
along this road, for about 30 metres. Then turn sharp left and
follow a path which goes alongside a canal. After several
delightful twists and turns, this path brings you to the village of
Joch.

5 - Joch - 1h40 - 385m. Where the canal meets a road, go
straight ahead, up the road. Go right, up a paved walkway, and
turn left near the top. You emerge onto an open area in front of
a "castle". On the left, there is a terrace with a fine view over
the lower ground to the north (the "Baronnie"). Go straight
ahead, towards (and under) a stone arch. Then go left and
descend the narrow alleys of Joch, past a former castle tower,
then under another stone arch, to meet the main road through
the village. Go left there, then almost immediately go right,
down the Carrer del Moli ("Mill Lane").

At a crossroads after a short distance, go to the right, on a
footpath alongside a canal. This path soon meets a track, which
you follow to the right. Stay on this track for some distance. It
becomes surfaced as it passes the first houses of Rigarda.

6 - Rigarda - 2h10 - 350m. Turn right into the Carrer de la
Costa (with an oratory on the left). Descend this paved
staircase towards the central part of the village. On meeting a
road, you go to the left, up the road (but you may first want to
go into the village on the right, and back again, to visit the
church of Sainte-Julie and the old part of Rigarda).

The road climbs and takes you away from the old part of the
village. On the right, lower down, you can see the old church of
Villela, surrounded by vineyards. The village used to be located
there.

On meeting higher up the D36 road, go right along that road,
signposted for Vinga. 100m further on, just after the mairie
(town hall), on the left, and at a junction of several roads, go
right, up the Cami de Vall Lloreres. You go past a cemetery, on
the left. Ignore a track which descends towards a valley on the
right. The lane eventually becomes an unsurfaced track. It
winds along a hillside with distinctive Mediterranean vegetation.
Vinga can be seen in the distance, ahead.

The track goes along the edge of a field, then it turns to the
right and it becomes a surfaced lane again. It eventually
reaches, just after a power line pylon, an:

7 - Intersection (with another surfaced lane) - 2h45 -
310m. Turn left here. (Ignore any signs for the "Tour du Lac").
Follow the lane as it winds downhill. Further down, after a sharp
turning to the left, the lane goes past a campsite (on the right).
Then it crosses a bridge over a stream. Go up the road ahead
for a short distance, then go to the right, up some steps which
climb an embankment. Go along the path which passes behind
some houses and which then descends steeply to a track along
the side of a lake.
Go left, along the side of the lake. At the far end of the lake,
just after a small beach and a lakeside cafeteria, go left up a
road. This road goes past a fire station (on the right), then it
comes to a roundabout. Go straight ahead here to return to the
tourist office/cave cooperative and the start of this circuit.
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Office de Tourisme Conflent Canigd
Tél : 04 68 05 41 02
info@tourisme-canigou.fr
www.tourisme-canigou.com

(Translation 2019 by A.M.)
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Adresses et informations utiles

Office de Tourisme Conflent Canigd
Tel. 0468 0541 02
www.tourisme-canigou.com

ises Frrandonee (t .
Les Ball e Bonne Conduite en Montagne
o ®
GROP PR , PR . .y
erRoT - Se renseigner sur les conditions
Bonne Direction — - ——
Continité —— I | L.
atmosphériques
— ()  (—
Changement de Direction mmmmm M [ = a .,
Tourne & Gauche ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ =] - Etre bien équipé : chaussures, chapeau, eau...
Sl (R J el E E - Rester sur les sentiers balisés
Tourne & Droite
- Respecter la Faune et la Flore
U VL VR e ,
- Ramener ses déchets
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Urgences: 112 ou 15 - Rester silencieux et discret

Pompiers : 18 - Ne pas faire de feu

Vous rencontrez un probleme sur nos sentiers ? Signalez-le sur les fiches dédiées dans les
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Distance: 12,9 km Temps : 3h30 (Hors arréts)

Dénivelé Positif: 144 m Dénivelé Positif Cumulé:350 m
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Difficulté : Moyenne

Balisage : Blanc et Jaune [—J
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Photo-reportez en taguant vos
plus belles photos de randos #justcanigo
sur Instagram
Photos visibles sur notre page Facebook,
devenez fan en flashant le QR code ci-contre
ou sur facebook.com/TourismeConflentCanigo
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Carte IGN 1/25%m 2348 ET

Départ Office de Tourisme — Avenue de la Gare - aftitude 255 m. -
Accés : depuis la N116, sortie Vinga puis direction Office de Tourisme — Cave Coopérative.

Départ Office de Tourisme Avenue de la Gare — 255 m. Face au calvaire, emprunter la rue du Barris, la rue
Touron, la place Alart, la rue Presa, la place du Puig a gauche puis la rue Inga. Prendre a gauche le carrer
de Sant-Estebe qui devient I'avenue du Conventionnel Fabre jusqu’a Sahorle. Au cours de l'itinéraire dans
le village de Vinga, remarquer les nombreux oratoires et 'église Saint-Julien et Sainte-Baselisse.

1 Sahorle — 0h20 — 268 m. Au hameau de Sahorle, prendre a droite et longer la chapelle Sainte-Marie-
Madeleine par sa gauche, et continuer tout droit par le Cami de la Garriga, puis tout de suite a gauche. La
petite route, en direction du Canigd, passe alors devant les lavoirs.

2 Jonction GR®36 — 0h35 — 284 m. Le chemin, qui a jusqu’ici bordé les vergers et les vignes, rejoint le
GR®36. Prendre a gauche pour I'emprunter dorénavant. Suivre le balisage blanc et rouge a travers la zone
boisée et les feixes (terrasses de culture) jusqu’a retrouver de nouvelles cultures. Le chemin rejoint un
chemin goudronné qu’il faut emprunter sur la droite, jusqu’a la route D25. Descendre la route sur la droite
en direction de Finestret.

3 - Finestret — 1h10 — 303 m. Peu aprés un petit parking (dans la descente), quitter le GR®36 et prendre a
gauche le Cami de Joch (ne pas hésiter a continuer la descente sur 50 m pour découvrir I'église Sainte-
Colombe et revenir au Cami de Joch). Monter, et en haut des marches, en face, prendre le chemin encaissé
goudronné encaissé qui s’éléve jusqu’ala D13.

4 - Jonction D13 — 1h30 — 395 m. Tourner a droite sur une trentaine de métres puis emprunter le chemin
qui longe le canal jusqu’a Joch.

5-Joch - 1h40 - 385 m. A la jonction avec la rue, la remonter en face, puis prendre a droite puis a gauche
et encore a droite pour arriver devant le Castell de Joch. Tres belle vue sur la Baronnie. Suivre le balisage
dans Joch aprés le Castell, a gauche puis encore a gauche (ancienne tour du chéateau, porte médiévale) et
retrouver la rue principale qu’il faut quitter de suite a gauche par le Carrer del Moli, avant de prendre a
droite le sentier qui suit le petit a canal a droite. Ce sentier rejoint aprés quelques métres une piste
forestiére. Sur la traverse de Rigarda, toujours rester sur la piste forestiére du haut. Elle redevient
goudronnée a I'approche des premiéres maisons du village de Rigarda.

6 - Rigarda — 2h10 — 350 m. Aprés les premiéres maisons, devant un petit oratoire, prendre a droite le
Carrer de la Costa (par les petites marches) afin de descendre dans le village. Au bas de cette ruelle,
reprendre la route tout de suite a gauche qui monte et sort aussitét du village (un petit détour permet de
voir I'église Sainte-Julie et le coeur du village). Lors de la montée remarquer sur la droite I'ancienne église
de Villela au coeur des vignes, qui marque I'ancien emplacement du village. En haut, prendre a droite (D36)
vers Vinga puis, 100 m plus loin, aprés la mairie, prendre le Cami de Vall Lloreres a droite du cimetiére.
Ignorer un peu plus loin a droite la piste qui part dans une autre vallée. La route redevient piste juste aprés
les maisons. La suivre alors en direction de Vinca au milieu d’une belle végétation méditerranéenne.

7 - Intersection — 2h45 — 310 m. Ignorer le sentier « Tour du Lac » et prendre a gauche la route qui
redescend en serpentant. Franchir le pont aprés le camping et emprunter le sentier qui part a droite par les
marches au niveau des conteneurs a verre. Longer le lac jusqu’a la plage, puis reprendre sur la gauche
aprés la rue qui remonte vers la caserne des pompiers et rejoint I'Office de Tourisme.



